
Earlier Identification Means
Earlier Intervention

 ASD can be diagnosed reliably by experienced professionals
down to 2 years
 Social and Communication Impairments were prominent at 2 years
 Restricted Repertoire of Activities and Interests were not prominent in

some children until 3 years
(Lord, 1995; Stone, Lee, Ashford, Brissie, Hepburn, Coonrod, & Weiss, 1999)

 Retrospective studies of home videotapes show that social
communication features distinguish infants later diagnosed with
ASD
 Lack of pointing, showing, looking at others, orienting to name

(Osterling & Dawson, 1994; Osterling, Dawson, & Munson, 2002)

 Prospective studies show that social communication measures
distinguish children with ASD at 20 months (n=10)
 Less social gaze to distress, fewer gaze shifts to activation of toys

(Charman Baron-Cohen, Swettenham, Baird, Drew, & Cox, 1997)

Prospective Study in the Second Year of Life on

Red Flags of ASD          (n=18)

9 ASD Red Flags

Lack of Typical Behaviors
 Lack of showing
 Lack of appropriate gaze
 Lack of warm, joyful expressions
 Lack of sharing interest or enjoyment
 Lack of response to name
 Lack of coordination of nonverbal

communication

Atypical Behaviors
 Repetitive movements with objects
 Repetitive movements or posturing of body
 Unusual prosody

4 ASD & DD Red Flags

Lack of Typical Behaviors
 Lack of pointing
 Lack of playing with a variety

of toys
 Lack of response to contextual

cues
 Lack of communicative

vocalizations with consonants

(Wetherby, Woods, Allen, Cleary, Dickinson, & Lord, 2004)

http://firstwords.fsu.edu

CSBS Developmental Profile
   Measurement Parameters for the Behavior Sample

SOCIAL COMPOSITE
 Shared Attention and Affect

 Gaze shifts, shared positive affect, gaze/point follow
Communicative Intentions

 Behavior regulation, social interaction, joint attention
Gestures

 Conventional & distal gestures
SPEECH COMPOSITE

 Sounds
Words

SYMBOLIC COMPOSITE
Understanding
Object Use
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Characteristics of Older Cohort
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Social Composite Items
Group Differences for Older Cohort

         
Shared Attention and Affect

Gaze Shifts  
Shared Positive Affect
Gaze Follow  

Communicative Intentions
Behavior Regulation
Social Interaction  
Joint Attention

Gestures
Conventional Gestures
Distal Gestures 
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***p<.001, **p<.01, *p<.05

ASD v TD ASD v DD

***
  -
  -

  -
  -
***

  -
  -

Social Communication Skills of Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders in the Second Year of Life
Amy Wetherby, Stacy Shumway, Nola Watt, and Lindee Morgan

Department of Communication Disorders, Florida State University

Presented at the International Meeting for Autism Research, Boston, MA, May 6, 2005 1




